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LOWER FREIGHT mSLUMP IN WHEAT

June Crop Report Shows De-

crease of 2,400,000 Bushels.

DENY PHONE RATE

Opinion of Utilities Commission
Affects Service Charges.

Decision Handed Down Follow-
ing Bitter Court Fight.

Santa Fe Will Re-empl- oy

ShopMen, SaysPres. Storey
Will Be First Move Made, in Plan for Easier Financial

Situation, President of Santa' Fe Says Wage '

Cuts Will Go Into Effect on July 1.

BUSINESS FIRST

FOR FEDERATION

DELAYS ELECTION

Election of Officers Postponed
at Denver Meeting.

LEX'S GO.
Topeka needs a new hotel .of the

modern type. Everybody, admits that.
That a new hotel can be operated

at a profit on the necessary invest-
ment is the consensus of opinion of all
hotel men who have looked into tho
situation here.

That a modern hotel will bring
thousands of persons to the city who
would not otherwise come and thou-
sands of dollars with them is undis-
puted.

And that is the proposition in a nut-
shell. We need the hotel; the town is
crying for it; it will pay for itself di-
rectly and pay for itself again in In-

direct benefits; and the preferred
stockholders have a guaranteed return
equal to 9 per cent on their invest-
ment.

What are we waiting forT
Let's go.

the railroad officials had hoped and
expected that it would do. President
Storey said today.

"Freight - loadings have shown a
slight increase from week to week, butthey are not up to last year's figures,"
he declared. .

Hope for the unemployed shopmen
in Topeka was indicated when Presi-
dent storey said that the first Jobwhich" the roads would start whenthey s;et a financial foothold again
would be the car repair work.

he said, "thatour retrenchment has not gone to theextent of stopping freight car repair
work yet tho we have practicallystopped everything else.

May Be Shortage of Cars.
"We may be short of grain carswhen this year's harvest commences

The first move to be made by the
railroads of the United States in re-
flection of an easier financial situa-
tion, resulting from wage cuts to go
into effect July 1, will be the

of the men who have been
laid off during the business depres-
sion, W. B. Storey, president of the
Santa Fe railroad, declared today.

Wage Cuts Kffective July 1.
President Storey called attention to

the fact that the only retrenchment
which has been accomplished sd ar
has been the reduction in force, and
that wage cuts will not be effective
until July 1.

"The period of business depression
started with the first of this year,".
President Storey said. "Our retrench-
ment has started since that time, and
our sole effort now will be to catch
up with the depression. After Wiedo
that, the first thing will be e on
the men we have laid off, because the
work they were doing was necessary
to the maintenance of the road.

"After that, there may be reduction
in rates, and possibly extensions of the
system. No man can see far ahead
enough now to say when rates can be
reduced or extensions begun.'

Volume of Traffic Reduced.
"The increases in rates which were

granted to us by the interstate com-
merce commission . last year were
based on a volume of traffic which
has been reduced from" 20 per cent to
50 per cent on various roads at the
present time.

"Not only that, but in many states
the intrastate rates the rates Inside
the state have not been raised, so
that we are far short of getting the
money which the interstate commerce
commission thought we ought to have.

"If traffic came Sack to its 1920
volume, we would still be behind, and
could not afford to begin thinking of
extensions."

' No Business Revival.
The business situation has not

shown the evidences of revival which

WILL FACE CHARGE

Kansas City Woman Denies Ex-

istence of Supposed Husband.

Claims Topekan, . Her First,
Died Natural Death. '

Kansas Citr,-.M- b June 24. Mrs.
Mittie Carter, also known as Mrsi
Mattie McPherson, today faced a
charge of first degree murder in con-

nection with the mysterious and fa-

tal shooting of Jack McPherson,
whom police said she claimed was her
common law husband.

Police, who are searching for two
other men whom they allege were
Mrs. McPherson's second and third
husbands, refused to accept the wo-

man's story that McPherson was shot
thru a window by a burglar as she
and McPherson were preparing to re-

tire in a partially unfurnished cottage
in Mount Washington. -

Windows of the house were sealed
and no broken window glass wasfound,
it was declared. McPherson was shot
twice at close range in the abdomen.
Mrs. McPherson was fully dressed and
carried a handbag when she ran to a
neighbor's and said her husband had
been shot. .

Mrs. Carter, or McPherson, today
denied the existence of Ernest Evans,
whom police charged was one of her
husbands. She said that John Car-
ter, unheard of, according to police,
after the couple started to the races at
New Orleans several years ago, was in
South America but she could not say
where. She asserted that Claude
Crockett, another husband, died from
natural causes in Topeka, Kan., police
said.

When arraigned today before Jus-
tice of the Peace Pollock, Mrs. Carter
entered a plea of not guilty, and was
held without bond. Ber trial was set
for July 8.

Detectives today claimed to have
found bruises on McPherson's body
and other evidence cf a struggle be-
fore he was shot to death.

DINE AND TALK TONIGHT

Merchants' Association and Stock
Selling Teams Will Meet.

The Topeka Merchants' association
and the teams which will engage in
the sale of stock in the new Topeka

' TTntel enmnnnv will rtin. tmrpthpr n

i lno -- namoer or commerce tonight.
The Merchants' association billboard

project, the whys and wherefores, and
the results which are anticipated will
be fully explained at the dinner to
night.

The billboard speeches wll be fin
ished and out of the way in time for
the members of the stock selling teams
to get, down to business on their final
pians lor tne start oi tne campaign
Tuesday of next week by 7:45 o'clock.

RATES ASKED BY ?

GOVERNOR ALLEN

Officials of Seven Roads In Con-

ference Today. j

Kansas Wants Beductlon
Freight Bates.

ENTERTAINED AT LUNCHEQH

Prices Are 162 Per Cent
Normal, Says Governor.

Chairman Reed to Present Sta ,
tistics on Transportation.

Officials of seven Kansas railroads)
are in Topeka today for a conference
with Governor Allen regarding his
proposal for a voluntary reduction in
freight rates on wheat. Represent !

tlves of the transportation lines were'
entertained at luncheon at the present
executive mansion Eleventh and To-
peka avenue. Members of the publto.
utilities commission sat with thegovernor and railroad officials at the
conference beginning this afternoon.

Recently Governor Allen sent tele-
grams to presidents of seven railroadsasking that they attend a conference
to discuss wheat rates. Replies were
received from all of the railroads,
altho several of them stated presidents
of the roads would be unable to came
to Topeka for the discussion of thefreight rate problem. A number of
freight rate experts are here to par-
ticipate in the discussion.

To Ask Lower Rates.
Governor Allen appealed for "a

volunteer order lowering freight rate
on wheat to pre-w- ar classifications.
He pointed out that farmers are
now selling their crop at practically
pre-w- ar prices and should not be
asked to pay the advance in transpor
tation costs. The present rates, he has
urged, will mean a hardship in move-
ment of the grain and in many In-

stances Will cause growers to absorb
a loss.

The present freight rates, railroad
officials have pointed out in telegram
to the governor, were fixed by the
interstate commerce commission and
the state publlo utilities commission.
Any relief, they are expected to urge,
should come in orders from theso
bodies. In the recent livestock ratehearing it was also asserted that &
concession to one class of shippers
during the present market decline
would-- ' Justify equal concessions to
shippers of other commodities affect-
ed by markets.

Governor Alien Returns Here.
Governor Allen returned to Topeka

today from his home in Wichita,
where he spent a couple of days. Hoarranged his morning work to give
over the afternoon to the conference.

Clyde M. Reed, chairman of thepublic utilities commission, prepared
to present wheat and transportation
statistics in possession of his depart-
ment at the afternoon conference. Itis probable that the entire discussion
will be at the governor's home. ,'t.

Many Officials Here. i
Representatives of the Santa Fesystem. Union Pacific. Rock Island.Missouri Pacific, Missouri, Kansas &Texas, 'Frisco, and Burlington roadj

will participate in the conference.Several days ago President Storey otthe Santa Fe notified Governor Allenthat he would come to Topeka for themeeting.
Prices Are Compared.

Comparative prices were presentedto railroad heads this afternoon as ar- -:gument for lower wheat rates. It wasurged that the farmer has been com-'- -peuea 10 aosorb losses while generalnrices hv nnt !.,.... .r. ',?
AH prices are at this time 182 p.

cent normal on the basis of 1911 f in-ures, the governor declared. He salfarm Products, however, are but
Ml Per cent' wh,1 fre'ffht rates are

? i"r cent- - Pood costs were givenat 150 per cent on the basis of 1913prices, clothing was quoted at l2rll Kn,!isht at 207' mf"tal Productsmaterials 208 and house-hol- dfurnishings 275 per cent.
Higher Than In Easf. J

Governdr Allen also urged that ratesin the middle west are higher than inthe eastern districts. He furtherargued that reasonable concessionsshould be made to the farmers in viewof a generally accepted theory thatlower rates are In prospect for nextfall and winter. The Kansas farmersneed relief now, he urged.
Railroad officials attending tTiA rrn

ference, according to announcemont
' by Governor Allen this iftmAnn In.elude: W. B. Storey. Chicago, nrui.dent Santa Fe Svstem? J. M Vnm c '
Louis, president 'Frisco: A.. Motion.
St. Louis, traffic manager 'Frisco;George T. Atkins. St. Louis, eeneral '
traffic, manager M., K. & T.; Fred W..
Kooertson. Omaha, freight traffiamanager Union Pacific; C. V. John--
Mnn f'hlo.nn , ..t - J . ,1j v.v,v ,j, reiuciiL XVOCH. 1S
land: H. H. Holcomb, Chicago, freight
traffic manager Burlington: J. A- -i

Ramback. St. Louis, freight trafflamanager Missouri Pacific. .

KANSAS SOLON'S OBJECT.
Ask Weeks to Withdraw Promotion

Nomination for Peck. i
Washington, June 14. Recommen-

dations that the nomination of Mai.,
Robert C. Peck to be lieutenant colo-
nel be withdrawn If charges filedagainst him are found true, were made
to Secretary Weeks today by Senator
Curtis and Capper of Kansas. ,

Major Peck has been charged wltlv
making disparaging statements con--,

cernlng the services of the Kansas Na-
tional Guard In France. His nomina-
tion was held In the senate military
committee at the request of Senator
Capper. The charges will be thoroly
investigated. Secretary Weeks told the
senators.

'Kansas Wheat Tests High.
Wichita, Kan., June 24. The first

wheat of the season marketed her
brought fl.28, Kansas City basis, on
the Wichita board of trade. The grain .

was grown near Coldwater and tested
as No. 1, (0 pounds to the bushel.

FORECAST FOB KANSAS.
Fair In the east and central portions,

fhoweri In the extreme east portion to-
night. Saturday probably- fair. Not
much change In temperature.

COOL WEATHER FOR KANSAS

Gulf Storm Flareback Cools State and
Brings Rain.

TOD AT' S TEMPERATURES.
7 o'clock 6 11 o'clock 67
8 o'clock. . .- -. . 66 12 o'clock 70
9 o'clock. .... 65 1 o'clock 71

10 o'clock 66 2 o'clock 71
The "flare back' " from the Gulf

storm of Thursday Is hovering over
Kansas today, and will keep the tem-
perature down, as well as supplying
general rains. The Gulf "storm, mov-
ing inland, is crossing the state today,
and will probably be clear of Kansas
tonight. It is producing only rain,
having left the wind feature at the
Gulf. If it is past the state by Satur-
day morning, the prospects are that
Kansas will have a clear, cool, "sum-
mer resort" Saturday.

The temperature in Topeka this
will not go above 7 5 degrees.

(Continued on Page Two.)

POSTCARD IS CLUE

Mother of Member of One Van-

ished Crew Gets Word.

Declares Writing Is Really That
of Her Son.

Washington, June 24. A clue
which may reveal the fate of at least
one of the twenty "vanishing ships"
was being followed by government in-
vestigators today.

A colored postcard mailed from
Paris to the mother of a member
of one of the vessels that disappeared
in the vicinity of Cape Hatteras con-
stitutes the bit of evidence. The
mother says that the writing on the
postcard is that of her son.

Investigators today refused to re-
veal the name of the man supposed
to have sent the postcard and asked
that the name of the vanished vessel
be withheld for the time at least.

Officials point out that the postcard
may have been mailed by some one
other than the missing sailor and
signed with his name. They probabiy
will ask the Paris officials to aid in
their investigation.

VICTORY IN SIGHT

Total of $35,618 Fledged for
K. tJ. Memorial Fund.

K. IT. Supporters to Meet at
C. of C. Tpnight.

With victory In the Shawnee county
K. U. memorial campaign just $4,-3-

away, members of four Jay-hawk- er

working divisions are striving
today to obtain the high record in
contributions.

The scheduled finish of the K. TJ.
campaign last night was postponed
until tonight, when workers' reports
showed that a total of $35,618 had
been pledged toward the $40,000 goal.
The K. U. supporters will meet to-
gether at the Chamber of Commerce
dining room at 6:30 o'clock tonight.

The neck and neck race for division
honors has developed into a feature of
the K. U. campaign here. Today the
division led by Major Will J. Miller is
leading with a total of $10,860, while
Major Chester Woodward's division
has $10,416, including $5,000 ' which
was reported last night. Major R.
W. Blair's division is a good third
with $8,315 and the women's division,
led by Mrs. C. I. Martin, has $6,227.

Three Teams Pass $3,000 Mark.
Three teams have passed the $3,000

mark. The team led by I. E. Henry
in the Woodward division reported
$2,430 Thursday night and now has
$3,661. Frank Edson's team in "the
Woodward division has $3,380. The
leader in the Miller division is Cap-
tain E. A. Tirrill, who has reported
$3,405. The four captains In Major
Blair's division are closely grouped,
with Captain Frank P. MacLennan
leading with $2,225. Mrs. W. F.
Bowen leads the captains In the
women's division with $2,675.

Jayhawk Campaign Notes.
"Everybody Out" is a cry which is

heard about Mount Oread on rally
nights before football games. Today
the "Everybody Out is Deing teie- -
phoned to Jayhawker supporters thru- -
out Topeka to attend the K. U. dinner
at 6:30 o'clock at the Chamber or
Commerce. There is this difference.
There is no threat of a "paddle squad"
to those who do not heed the cry. And
judging from the attendance at the
K. U. gatherings this weeK, paaaie
squads are not necessary.

The University of Kansas has the
opportunity to become the great uni-
versity of the Southwest. What you
have done with your unexampled spirit
is your response toward making this
possible," Chancellor E. H. Lindley
told the K. U. supporters Thursday
night.

How the K. TJ. supporters battled
for the rrivilege of presenting four
boxes of candy to the women's divi-
sion captains and a bouquet to Mrs. C.
I. Martin.-majo- r of the women's divi
sion, will not soon be forgotten. The
gifts were auctioned off by Leslie E.
Edmonds, and when the battle clouds
had lifted, it was discovered that the
gifts had brought $567 toward the K.
U. Memorial, this being credited to the
women's division. Every bidder was
required to pay the amount of his
highest bid. Final winners were: T.
J. Sweeney of Lawrence. Chester
Woodyard. Will J. Miller, O. B. Guf-le- r

and Frank C. Beck. Chancellor
Lindley and Beck competed for the
honor of presenting Mrs. C. I. Martin
with the flowers. Beck winning, $54.75
over the chancellor's 1 54.60.

W. J. Baumgartner. organization
secretary for the K. U. Memorial, left
today for Hutchinson, where the next
K. U. campaign will be carried on.

Yield of 112,914,000 Bushels Is
Mohler Forecast.

RAISES GOVERNMENT REPORT

Crop Will Be Fourth Largest
State Has Known.

Corn Conditions Are 85.7 Per
Cent Perfect.

In spite of a showing of more than
1,000,000 additional acres of wheat for
harvest the June repdrt of the state
board of agriculture today shows a
slump of 2,400,000 bushels yield as
compared with the May report. J. C.
Mohler, secretary of the state board,
removes a bit of sorrow from the de-
pression, tho, by forecasting a yield
of ten million bushels more than pre-
dicted in the last government report
for Kansas. The Mohler report indi-
cates a wheat yield of 112,914,000
bushels from 10,149,500 acres.

Last month the Mohler report
showed an average yield of 12.68
bushels from a total of 9,092,000 acres
planted. Late assessors returns in-

creased the acreage to 10,149,000 and
reduced average yield to 11.12 bushels.

Fourth Largest Crop.
' The 1921 crop will be the fourth

largest the state has known, but the
smallest since 1911. It is 28,000,000'
bushels below last year. Sudden ripen-
ing of grain in all sections of the state
hastened harvest and added to trouble
in saving the crop.

Corn conditions are 85.7 per cent
on a total of 4,580,000 acres planted.
The crop shows an improvement over
last month, but is small and back-war- d.

43,000,000 Bushels of Oats.
At total of 43.000,000 bushels of oats

will be harvested, Mohler estimates,'
due to greatly improved conditions.
Barley will probably yield 16,000,000
bushels and the state will dig 58,000
acres of potatoes, or 11,000 more than
last year.

Mohler's report in detail is as fol
lows:

Winter Wheat. '

This year's Kansas winter wheat crop
will amount to 112,914,000 bushels, accord-
ing to the present summary of correspond-
ents' estimates. This yield is leas by

bushels than indicated in the
board's M:iy report, but is more than the
June 1st estimate of the U. S. department
by about 10,000,000 bushels. The pros-
pective acre-yiel- d is now given as 11.12
bushels on 10.14!,50O acres for harrest, as
compered to 12.88 bushels on 0.092,000 acres
reported in May. The increase in acreage
is due to receipt of official assessors
returns showing much more wheat sown
than correspondents bad previously esti-
mated, but this gain in acreage was more
than offset by the decline in wheat pros-
pects.

fourth Largest Crop.
While the total yield indicated now Is

about 28,000,000 bushels less than last
year's production, it is the state s fourth
largest crop, and ia 12,000,000 bushels more
than the ten-ye- average, altho the acre-yiel- d

is probably the lowest since 1011.
Depreciation was rapid for ten days or

two weeks following the May report. Late
rains helped the situation, however, and
wheat here and there made some recovery,
but evidently it did not possess its usual
recuperative powers owing doubtless to
the damage by severe spring freezes and
dry weather. To these causes are at-
tributed the failnne of the heads to prop-
erly develop and fill, which accounts for
the decline of 1.56 bushels in the prospect-
ive acre-yiel- The heads vary greatly in
size and weight, lacking the customary
nTtlfnrmitv

There has been very little complaint of
insects, outside or several counties in tue
eastern part of the state, where chinch-bug- s

and Hessian flies are reported. The
former have been most troublesome in the
southeast, particularly in Chautauqua,
urhMA thp TTpssian flv has been most con
spicuous in the northeast, as in Atchison,
Brown ana nemana. neu rust, buuu iiuilc
prevalent, has not been considered as a
Kntpiv rinmacrine factor, altho a dis
ease said to be black rust is reported as
having blasted wheat in a few fields in the
southeast.

Floods Hurt Crop.
Further abandonment of acreage was

caused by the overflowing waters of the
Arkansas river, severe bail storms, particu
larly In Cheyenne ana jacsson, aesiroying
perhaps 20 per cent of the wheat in the
former, and lack of timely moisture in
several of the west-centr- counties. The
total abandonment for the year will
amount nearly to 10 per cent of the entire
acreage sown.

Highest yieias per acre are in me east-
ern part of the state. Chase, leading with
18 bushels and Lyon and Morris next with
17. Of the more important wheat pro-
ducers, Sedgwick comes first with 16
bushels, followed by Marion with 15
bushels, and Harper and Harvey with 14.
While nearly every county records a fall-
ing off in the month, the heaviest decrease
in prospective acre-yiel- are in the north-
western counties, as Thomas, Sheridan,
Trego and Decatur, with prospects in May
of 12, 11, 11 and 12 bushels, respectively,
but now reporting 7, 7. 7 and 8 bushels,
while Lane, a west-centr- county, indi
cates a 00 per cent reduction, to B Dusneis.

ia.igci.i.
snutn-rpntr- counties: Sedcwlck first
with 3,714.300 bushels; Pratt. 3.475,600
bushels, and Sumner 3,123.700 bushels.
Nine other counties. Barton. Ford, Harper,
Kingman, McPherson, Pawnee, Reno,
Rooks and Stafford, promise more than

bushels ench.
Receipt of official assessors' returns

from 87 of the Btate's 105 counties makes
it necessary to revise upward the acres
sown for this year's crop. Last fall corre-
spondents, always cautioned to be con-

servative, estimated the state's winter
wheat seeding at 9.892,000 acres. Substi-
tuting the assessors' returns In the 87
counties, raises the total to 11.281,000 acres,
on which the present report la bnsed.

Should the remaining IS counties main-
tain the same ratio of increase, the acreage
sown last fall would aggregate 11,413,000
acres, or 8.14 per cent greater than for the
year preceding, and take rank as the sec-

ond largest for the state, the record acre-
age of 1010 exceeding it only by about 20,-0-

acres.
Wheat harvest has been finished In

Montgomery and several neighboring
counties in the southeast, but is in full
wine elsewhere. exceDt in a docen

connties or so in the northwest, where It
will begin June to July 1, Rains have
Interfered somewhat in the south-centr-

part and in the upper end of the Kansas
river valley, but in other portions' weather
conditions have been generally qnlte favor-
able for this work, which has been se-
riously hampered, however, in the ma-
jority of the wheat belt counties because
of a shortage of harvest hands. .

Spring Wheat.
This year's crop may amount to 126.000

bushels, nearly a third of which is credited
to the one county of Sherman,' in the
northwest.

Cora.
The 4,5S0,00O acres probably planted to

corn is the third smallest in the past
37 years, and less than last year by
nearly 560.000 acres. The present average

(Continued on Page Two.)

BELL CO. CONSIDERS APPEAL

Ordered to Reinstate Bates in
Force Before Hearing.

Four Class Exceptions in
Arkansas City and Winfield.

In an opinion today by the public
utilities commission, twenty-si- x of the
thirty classes of telephone service
charges for the towns of Arkansas
City, Atchison, Eldorado, Hutchinson,
Winfield and Lyons are denied. The
decision was handed down following
a bitter fight in the courts regarding
hearing of the cases and establishment
of rates. The Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone company is bitterly arraigned
for so called "moral perjury" and "a
bold attempt to deceive the public" In
the opinion written by Clyde M. Reed,
chairman. Bell officials today consid-
ered an appeal to the supreme court.

The order from the state commis
sion orders the Bell company to re-
instate rates in force before the hear-
ing. The four class exceptions in
clude: Arkansas City and Winfield,
where individual business rates were
increased from S3 to S3. 60:, Atchison.
where individual residence rates were
advanced from J 2 to $2.25, and Hutch-
inson, where switching rates were in
creased from 50 cei.ts to 75 cents.
Twenty-si- x additional class rate in
creases sought by the company were
denied.

Affects Six Towns.
Decision in the cases affecting the

six towns follows a bitter fight be-
tween the Bell company and the state
commission. The former court of, in-

dustrial relations ordered wage In-
creases for employes of the Bell com-
pany in the towns. When the Bell
company asserted that an Increased
rate would be necessary to meet this
expense, the company was advised to
file sn application. The application
was filed but no hearing was held. In
consequence the company went before
the district court oi esnawnee county
where it secured a restraining order
against placing the new rates in ef-
fect.

When the Hutchinson rates were
ordered in operation, the Reno county
district court enjoined the advance.
Judge Fairchild severely criticised the
former industrial court, ana puoire
utilities commission for playing poli-
tics in the rate case.

Much Severe Language. . . ,

In the opinion today, there is ample
severe language to offset any feeling
remarks which may have been pre-
viously made in the case. The Reed
remarks are a severe indictment of
the good faith and fair public policy
of the Bell company as well as con-
demnation of testimony presented in
the recent hearing.

"The difference between "the sworn
testimony offered by the witnesses for
the Southwestern Bell . company , and
the careful analysis made by actual
operation of the exchanges by compe-
tent engineers and accountants for the
commission is startling," says the
opinion. "It represents the difference
between a studied and systematic ef-
fort to deceive the commission, the
public and in turn the courts, and an
honest effort to ascertain the facts.
From 31 to 63 per cent of the trafficexpense of each of these exchanges Is
chargeable to toll business, yet no
mention of such a thing was made by
the witness for the company: Aside
from the bold attempt to deceive the
public, a public utility should have
more respect for general morals thanto require its employes to debauch
their manhood and stultify their con-
science by fathering such testimony
under oath as was presented in these
cases."
Charge Misrepresentation of Facts.

In their pleadings the Bell officials
had shown by exhibits that the 1920
losses at the various stations were as
follows: Arkansas City, $9,083; At-
chison, $11,221; Eldorado, $11,195;Lyons, $6,517; Hutchinson, $22,044;
and Winfield, $12,380. The commis-
sion charges that this was a misrep-
resentation of fact since no allowancewas made for toll returns.

Instead of a loss the commissioncharges that a profit was made in
operation or the stations where in-
creased rates were sought.

Show Big Profits.
In an estimate based on reports by

its engineers and accountants, the
commission declares profits of thecompany at the various stations to be:
Arkansas City, $24,619.79; Atchison,
$34,860.21; Eldorado, $19,984.78;
Hutchinson. $59,382.40; Lyons,

Winfield, $17,309.17.
It Is also charged by the commis-

sion that the Bell company has failed
to develop its business or to use its
entire means in development of thetelephone industry. It asserts that rec--

tCondnued on Page Slx.

TODAY IN CONGRESS

In the House.
Rules committee may grant privi-

lege status to Campbell-Willi- s anti-be- er

bill.
- Agriculture committee holds hearing

on cold storage legislation.
Republicans of ways and means

committee continue work on perma-
nent tariff law.

In the Senate. -

Continues consideration Frelinghuy-ee- n

coal bill.
Judiciary subcommittee will hear

protests against the nomination of
Frank A. Linney of North Carolina to
be United States attorney In that
state.

Military committee considers sundry
bill.

Interstate commerce committee con-
tinues railroad inquiry.

Agriculture committee ' continues
consideration of the farmers' export
corporation bill.

Probe of soldiers relief agencies
continues.

Judiciary subcommittee meets to
consider investigation of the dyestuffs

'lobby.

Two TV'eeks of Sessions Failed
to Clear Up Work.

GOMPERS UTTERS HIS DEFY

Declares Lewis Ifor Any One
Man Can Write Platform.

Wonien Delegates In Deter-

mined Fight for Equal Rights.

Denver, June 24. The contest for
the presidency of the American Fed-
eration of Labor became so hot today
that President Samuel Gompers was
forced to warn against electioneering
by federation organizers. Gompers
stopped the proceedings of the conven-
tion when a half dozen campaign con-

ferences were on in various parts of
the convention hall and said:

"I am Informed that some organ-
izers of the federation are interfering
with the election of officers. No or-
ganizer has the right to espouse the
candidacy of any one."

Klcction Is Delayed.
The convention agreed that the elec-

tion, which will settle whether
Gompers or John L. Lewis shall lead
the labor union movement, will be
held at 10:30 Saturday. Officials
ruled that, In accordance with the con-
stitution, the election must be the last
business matter to come before the
convention. The election will be held
tomorrow night or early next week.

With Samuel Gompers taking the
offensive in his battle to retain lead-
ership of the federation, his opponent
for the presidency, John L. Lewis,
head of the United Mine Workers of
America, was expected to issue a
statement on his position.

In a speech late yesterday, Gom-
pers declared that 'William Randolph
Hearst, newspaper publisher. Is re-
sponsible for the campaign to prevent
his He said Hearst was
trying to "get him" because he had
not supported Hearst's efforts to bring
about an American invasion of Mex-
ico.

Much Business Remains.
The demand of women for equal

rlchts and privileges in all labor
union,- determination of future rela- -
tlonship with European trade union
movements, and jurisdictional dis-
putes were the major issues still con-
fronting the convention when it re- -'

umed sessions today.- - ,
Altho the convention had been in

session nearly two weeks an unusual
volume of work remains. Because of
this several delegates announced they
would move to hold night sessions in
order that all business could be trans-
acted by Sunday morning.

To Itcfuse International.
The committee on international re-

lations, it was lcirned, will report un-
favorably the two resolutions submit-
ted to the convention by the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists and
the Firemen and Oilers union, de-
manding that President Gompers im-
mediately be instructed to reaffiliate
th3 federation with the international
federation of trades unions.

The women delegates have united to
support a resolution which would
amend the federation's constitution to
fiive them "all the privileges of mem-
bership in the union cf their trade or
industry." If they are denied mem-
bership in any union they ask the
risht to obtain a separate charter
from the federation.

The announcement by John L. Lewis
of the platform on which he is run-
ning for the presidency of the federa-
tion brought a statement today from
President Gompers. who declared "it
is not the right or the privilege of any
individual to make a platform in the
Inbor movement." ,

Mr. Lewis in his announcement yes
terday declared for nationalization of
the mines, government control of the
ral'ruads and other progressive poli-
cies.

Defy to President Lewis,
'I am well enough known to wage

earners." said Mr. Gompers. "as hav-
ing been faithful in the cause for the
protection of their rights and welfare
to make it unnecessary to announce
a declaration of the principles upon
which I stand.

Under the principles which it has
adopted, the American Federation of
Labor has advanced further than any
otht r movement in the history of the
world. The American Federation of i

Labor writes its own platform. No
individual has a right to formulate its
policies.

"The duty of a leader is to stand
by his organization and its declara-
tions and principle and not run away
from any crisis, no matter what it may
involve.

"The American Federation of La-
bor, by its declarations and its actions,
makes its platform and upon thatplatform those who serve must stand.
Tho platform is the sum today of all
the thought and the work of the
movement. I may have contributedto that sum total but no individual
writes the platform for the whole
movement."

Six-Ho- Day Defeated.
The convention urged the govern-

ment to replace restrictions on naval
yards and arsenals preventing employ-
ment of aliens. Federal control and
development of the country's natural
resources was urged in a resolution
adopted.

A proposed campaign to bring aboutme six-no- day with eight hours pay
at the present time received little sup-
port in the convention today.

Resolutions favoring shortening the
work day to six hours with eight hourspay were voted down after a short
debate.

Backers of the measures declared
they believed shortening of hours of
work would solve the unemployment
question.

The federation pledged its sunoort
to any of the affiliated organizations
which may desire to obtain shorter
work day. It endorsed the fight of the
printers for a ur week.

TWO GASES JOIN

"Peggy" Joyce Named In Still-ma- n

Divorce Suit.

Guest at One of Banker's Wild
Parties Is Charge.

Ifew York, June 24. The name of
Peggy Hopkins Joyce will be brought
into the Stillm'an divorce case when
hearings are resumed In Poughkeepsle
next week, it was learned today.

The show girl, who is now being
sued for divorce in Chicago by her
third millionaire husband, will be de-
scribed as a guest of Mrs. Florence
Lawler Leeds in some of the "gay
parties" aboard James A. Stillman's
yacht, the Modesty, it was said.

rxo attempt will be made, it was
said, to connect Peggy's name directly
with that of Stillman. The witness,
who is expected to furnish this testi-
mony is Frank Murphy; former stew-
ard on the Modesty.

Reports were circulated today that
btlllman is suffering .from a nervous
breakdown and might not be able to
appear for cross examination next
week. These rumors could not be
confirmed.

Mrs. Stillman's attorneys are re
ported to have discovered a new wit-
ness a former nurse of Mrs. Leeds
who Is expected to testify "regarding
the parties on tne Modesty and inci-
dents at the "Love Nest" in Florida.

TO TEST GASOLINE

State Oil Inspectors Make Cru-

sade on Filling Stations. .

Nine TopekA OH Dealers Visited
by Deputies.'

The Btate oil Inspection department
today descended heavily on the To-
peka filling stations. The crusade is
to be made state-wid- e. H. H. Motter,
state oil inspector, today asserted he
had issued instructions to deputies
and to inspectors to test gasoline sold
at all stations. Where the grade of
gas is misrepresented dealers will be
instructed to close their pumps or
bring quality of product to .standards
advertised.

Investigate Nine Stations.
Nine Topeka filling stations were

investigated today. At each station
tests were made as to the quality of
gasoline. Where claims were made by
owners or agents that high test gaso-
line was sold, special tests were made
as to quality of supplies. Three of
the nine stations showed that the high
test and low test gas were the same,
altho there was a difference of more
than four cents in price.

Under the state law the department
has but limited authority in the pun-
ishment of dealers who fail to sell
gasoline of the test advertised. Mot- -
ter, tho, will attempt to enforce order
lv viuoc awutjJO vstcac 111511 &a,oj
line has been advertised and low test
gas sold.

"In some cases," said Motter,
"neither the dealer nor' his patrons
knows anything about the actual test.
In consequence the state department
will make tests of all gasoline sam-
ples brought to the office and will try
to enforce a state-wid- e regulation to
give the consumer the quality of gas-
oline he pays for."

FORUM TO MEET MONDAY

City Planning Kxprrt on Program of
Special Session.

There will be a special meeting of
the Forum committee of the Chamber
of Commerce at noon Monday, June
27. when Will F. McDermott. city
planning expert and publicist, of Chi- -
cago, will speak.

Further than musical entertainment
the address on city planning by Mc-
Dermott will take up the entire pro-
gram.

McDermott is a brother of George
T. McDermott, president of the To-
peka Chamber of Commerce. A writer
on the staff of the Chicago Daily
News, he was assigned by his paper to
spend a year studying and investigat-
ing the problems and possibilities of
city planning and city zoning.

In company with a committee rep-
resenting the aldermen of Chicago, he
made a tour of a month among the
cities of the eastern portion of tho
United States and Canada.

E. L. Copeland, chairman of the
Forum committee, will preside at the
meeting.

All members of the city planning
board and all other citisens interested
in the welfare of Topeka are urged to
be at the Chamber of Commerce Mon-
day noon. Robert Pierce, president of
the planning board, said today.

McDermott visited Topeka last Week
and gave a forcible talk on city plan-
ning to members of the planning board
in special meeting. They requested
that he make the return visit to the'city.

1 Is New American Dncbcse.
Paris, June 2. Gladys Marie Dea-

con of Boston this morning became
the Duchess of Marlborough, the sec-
ond American girl to assume the title.
The civil - ceremony, which lasted
three minutes, took place in the Brit
lsn. consulate and was performed by
n. u. aaceuue, tne jtmusn consul.

' mwv we nave moved more grainalready this year than, we moved lastyear, and grain cars are not plentifulalong the lines now.
"Because of the fact that there hasf6" continued grain movement, the1921 harvest is not going to mean asmuch to us as it has meant in pastyears."
Stanley H. Johnson, of Chicago, vicepresident and general traffic manager

of the Rock Island, in Topeka today toattend the conference with GovernorAllen, declared that the shipping
situation is not showing any materialimprovement.

: Look foe Better Times.
"But, after July 1, withhe coming

of the harvest," Johnson said today,
"we look for better times in the freightdepartment." :

Freight business is dull not only ingrain movement, but in general freight
movement, Johnson said.

Johnson said that if there had beenany renewed activity looking toward
the establishment of the long talked
of shops at Topeka by the Rock Is-
land, he would have heard of it, and
there had been no talk of such a
movement, to his knowledge.

MUST PAY ROADS

Bankers Tell Harding U. S.
'; Should Pay Now.

Harding, Hooyer and Mellon
4 Parley Until 1a.m.

I Washington, June 14.- Prompt
laymenfc-jo- f the government's debt to
the railroads, resulting from federal
operation, is necessary to revive the
nation's transportation system.' and
general business, according to the
views' given President Harding by
western bankers, it was learned today.

The bankers met Harding and Sec-

retaries Mellon and Hoover at the
White House last night. Their con-
ference lasted five hours.

The bankers, it was said, will meet
with railroad heads shortly in an ef-
fort to agree upon a. plan to revive
the nation's carriers from bankruptcy.

Almost every angle of the business
situation was gone over during the
five hour session which began when
the bankers sat down in the great
state dining room at 8 o clock last
night.

Among the topics discussed were:
Prospects of collecting the money

loaned the allies during the war.
Methods of putting the railroads on

their feet without government help.
Easier money for the farmer.
Financing of the cotton growers.
Secretary of the Treasury Mellon

and Secretary of Commerce Hoover
were present and spoke.

President Harding also outlined to
the bankers some of the problems he
is facing and the difficulty that
stands in the way of their solution.

The bankers were called upon to
speak freely and many offered. sugges
tions which will be of a great help to
the government, - Secretary Mellon
said later.

Charles G. Dawes, Chicago banker,
who 'became director of the budget
this week, was among the guests.
Others were: Richard S. Hawes, vice
president First National bank, St.
Louis; J. G. Lonsdale, president of the
National Bank of Commerce, St.
Louis; John T. Scott, president of the
First National bank, Houston, Tex.;
Festus J. Wade, president of the Mer-
cantile Trust company, St. Louis.

WANTS PROBE NAVY "SOVIET."

La Follette Asks Congressional Inves-
tigation of "Morale Boards."

Washington, June 24. A congres-
sional investigation of the system of
navy discipline was asked in a resolu-
tion Introduced by Senator La Follette,
Wisconsin, today.

The resolution follows removal of
Capt. Clark D. Stearns from the com-
mand of the battleship Michigan,
where he allowed a committee of the
men help decide on the discipline
aboard the vessel.

The only effect was sleepy grunt.
according to Rand.

Then Lane got busy with a butcher
knife and carved several choice
steaks off the whale's back.

Whale Got Mad.
This Is said to have ut the critter

in a temper and it snapped several
times at the boat. Remembering
Jonah's fate, the amateur whalers
putt-putte- d back to shore and added
four workmen to their crew. Heaving
a hawser over the whale's starboard
flipper, they towed it to the beach.

At last accounts, the animal 1

pretty near ruined but doing as well
as could be expected.

Baby Whale Angered When
Man Tries To Carve Steak

Young Leviathan Caught in Narrows of New York, Pro-
vide Reporters With a "Whale of a Story."

New Tork, June 14. This Is a
whale of a story:

"Thar she blows!" cried George
Rand, watchman at the Midland beach
pier, Staten Island, as he saw an

spouting a few
yards off shore in New Tork harbor
today five miles from the Woolworth
building.

Summoning reinforcements in the
person of White Lane, restaurant
keeper. Rand boarded his motorboat
and putt-putte- d out to do battle.

Shot Gun Failed.
Rand let the whale, which had

stranded in shallow water, have sev- -
era I broadsides from his shotgun,


